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"stereotype, fixed and immutable. It is a living element, something which is born, 
' ' something which transforms itself, and which grows like one of our nails or our 
' ' hairs. Mental activity results from the activity of images as the life of the hive 
"results from the life of the bees, or, rather, as the life of an organism results 
" from the life of its cells." 

Rosmini e Spencer, Studio Espositivo-Critico di Filosofia Morale. By Gio- 
vanni Vidari. Ulrico Hoepli, Milan, 1899. Pages, xvi+297. 
This book contains parallel studies of Rosminian and Spencerian ethics. The 
genesis and the historical development of the respective systems are set forth and 
the principles of each are subjected to an historico-psychological and theoretical 
criticism. The author devotes some space to the idea and basis of law, which has 
of late received so much attention at the hands of Italian writers. The book offers 
a good opportunity for acquaintance with Rosmini who, though not well known in 
America, is called by the author "one of our greatest philosophers, certainly the 
greatest of modern times." In the concluding part of the work the results of the 
author's investigation are summed up and placed in comparison with some of the 
more recent ethical doctrines ; and there is some attempt to show what, according 
to the author, shonld constitute the basis of a science of ethics. The book is the 
outgrowth of an essay for which the author received a prize in the Ravizza compe- 
tition in the years 1894 and 1895. 

La Psicologia Contbmporanba. By Guido Villa. Bocca Bros., Turin. 1899 
Pages, 660. Price, L. 14. 
The author proposes to present an outline of the actual conditions of the study 
of Sociology in those countries in which it is most highly cultivated, i. e., in Ger- 
many, England and the United States. The author frankly admits that Italy itself 
presents but little and scattered material for his proposed study, as well as for the 
history of psychology. He proposes, above all, to expound the general principles 
upon which these methods and results are founded and to point out the way by 
which these principles have been derived from early philosophic and psychologic 
ideas. "The present work," he says, "might be called an historico-critical intro- 
duction to the study of contemporaneous psychology." The work is written in an 
unusually entertaining style and is full of information interesting to the layman as 
well as to the technical student of this branch of science. The author seems to be 
thoroughly acquainted with the history of psychology, from Plato and Aristotle 
down through the various English and German schools. Considerable credit is 
bestowed upon American contributions to the science. It is somewhat amusing- 
however, to find our Professor James, of Harvard, referred to as " a member of 
the faculty of the Cambridge-Boston, University," (page 84). Greater familiarity 
with the personnel of American Universities would have led the author to credit 
Princeton University with Professor Baldwin instead of the University of Toronto. 
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While, as has been said, the author admits that Italy does not rank with Ger- 
many, England and the United States in the study of psychology, we should not 
lose the significance of the fact that this voluminous aud apparently accurate book 
emanates from that country. It is one of many indications of scientific activity in 
the Fatherland of Bruno, Vico and Galileo. 

Principii di Logica Reali. By A'. R. D' Alfonso. G. B. Paravia e C. Turin. 
Rome, Milan, Florence, Naples. 1894. Pages, 70. Price, L. 1.50. 
In this small treatise consisting of five lessons given in the second course of the 
Royal Lyceum of Rome, may be found a discussion of the following topics ; logical 
and psychological representation, the judgment and its elements some considera- 
tions of the same, the formation of the concept and finally the concept. The treat- 
ment is elementary, logical and clear. Considerable attention is given to definition 
of the terms employed. The author seeks to avoid the confusion which he thinks 
has arisen from the failure to distinguish clearly between concept, idea, and repre- 
sentation. The work is of value both to students beginning the subject of psychol- 
ogy and to those who are already familiar with its principles. 

The Principles of Bacteriology. By Dr. Ferdinand Jfuegpe, Professor of 
Hygiene in the University of Prague. Authorised Translation from the Ger- 
man, by Dr. E. O. Jordan, Assistant Professor of Bacteriology in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Co. London : 
Kegan Paul, Trench, Trtibner & Co., Ltd. 1899. Pages, x+467. Price. 
»i.75 (9S.)- 
There exist comprehensive manuals of bacteriology which attempt to bring 
together all the available data on the subject, and also text-books which both ex- 
pound the methods used and set forth the more important facts of the subject with 
special reference to the needs of the physician ; but in all these instances the 
natural-history side of bacteriology has been emphasised, while the scientific side 
has been kept quite in the back-ground. But, contends Professor Hneppe, bacteri- 
ology is now "in transition from the natural history stage to the scientific," and he 
has consequently endeavored in the present work to attempt "a critical and com- 
prehensive exposition of bacteriology " based clearly and solidly on scientific con- 
ceptions. He terms it ' ' the first mechanical and monistic exposition of bacteriology, 
in which "adequate recognition is given not only to the point of view of the physi- 
cian, but to that of the botanist, the general biologist, and the chemist, and indeed 
to that of all those who have a general interest in the progress of modern science 
and who wish to inform themselves upon the practically important questions of the 
day." In this sense, the work will serve as a useful complement to the other books. 
Dr. Hueppe is himself something of a metaphysician, and be has taken special 
delight in assailing the ontological conceptions which are especially rife in med- 
icine, and which in his opinion have given rise to some very questionable develop- 



